
World T.E.A.M. Sports Timeline 
 

OCTOBER 1987 

 
James Benson and Stephen Whisnant 
develop and manage the Ride Across 
America, World T.E.A.M. Sportsô first 
event. Benefiting the Special Olympics, 
the 25 developmentally-disabled 
athletes successfully crossed America 
from Newport Beach, California to 
Jacksonville Beach, Florida. 

 
 

FEBRUARY 1990 

 
The Kilimanjaro Confidence Climb saw 
12 developmentally-disabled athletes 
and 15 able-bodied athletes attempt to 
climb Africaôs highest peak. CBS Sports 
produce Emmy Award-winning film, Let 
Me Be Brave, of the climb.  
 
 

JUNE 1993 

 
World T.E.A.M. Sports officially charters 
as North Carolina-based non-profit 
organization. Whisnant is named 
Executive Director of the new 
organization, based in Charlotte. The 
staff begins planning for the 
organizationôs next major event. 
 
 
 
 

 

MARCH 1995 

 
With title sponsorship from French 
insurance company AXA, World 
T.E.A.M. Sports budgets $4 million for 
the AXA World Ride. The 13,000 mile 
bicycle and hand cycle ride by disabled 
and able-bodied athletes around the 
world is followed by millions in the 
media. The Possible Dream, a CBS 
Sports documentary, covers the ride 
and receives an Emmy Award. 

 
 

AUGUST 1996 

 
World T.E.A.M. Sports handles logistics 
for the NationsBank Paralympic Torch 
Relay from Washington, D.C. to Atlanta.  
 
 

JANUARY 1998 

 
Former combatants from the United 
States and Vietnam join together for the 
16-day, 1,250 mile Vietnam Challenge. 
70 disabled athletes and 20 able-bodied 
coaches ride from Hanoi to Ho Chi Minh 
City. Kartemquin Films releases Vietnam 
Long Time Coming about the ride. It airs 
on NBC Sports and wins an Emmy 
Award. 
 
 

 

NOVEMBER 1998 

 
World T.E.A.M. Sports hosts six bicycle 
auctions from 1996 through 2003 to 
benefit the organization. Nearly 100 
celebrities and public figures donate 
bikes to the auctions, including Greg 
LeMond, Britney Spears, Donald Trump, 
Madonna, Robin Williams, Yoko Ono, 
Lance Armstrong, Elizabeth Taylor and 
Arnold Schwarzenegger. 
 
 

MAY 2000 

 
Partnering with Rails-To-Trails 
Conservancy, World T.E.A.M. Sports 
launches Face of America. A cross-
country bicycle ride featuring teams of 
50 riders departing simultaneously from 
both coasts, the riders meet under the 
Memorial Arch in St. Louis, Missouri. 
 
 

SEPTEMBER 2001 

 
World T.E.A.M. Sports launched 
Mountain Madness the weekend of 
September 8-9, 2001. The 160 mile team 
running relay in the rugged Great Smoky 
Mountains west of Asheville provided 
disabled and able-bodied athletes a 
challenging weekend. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



JULY 2002 

 
The July 27 August 2, 2002 Italian 

Dolomite Trek from World T.E.A.M. 
Sports provided disabled and able-bodied 
women the adventure of traversing the 
ledges, walkways and bridges of the Via 
Ferrata in the Italian Alps.  
 
 

SEPTEMBER 2002 

 
As a ñmoving memorialò to the victims of 
the September 11, 2001 attacks on 
America, World T.E.A.M. Sportsô Face of 
America ran from Ground Zero in New 
York to the Pentagon in Arlington, 
Virginia. More than 1,400 disabled and 
able-bodied cyclists participated in 2002, 
with more than 500 returning the 
following September.  
 
 

APRIL 2006 

 
World T.E.A.M. Sports redirected Face of 
America to honor military veterans who 
suffered injuries in service. The new route 
is from Gettysburg to the Walter Reed Army 
Medical Center in Bethesda, Maryland. New 
England Cable News Network produces an 
award-winning 2006 documentary about 
the ride, The Long Journey Home.  
 

JANUARY 2007 

 
The Return to Kilmanjaro expedition 
successfully climbed Africaôs highest peak. 
Seven developmentally-disabled athletes 
participated in the lengthy climb, including 
members of World T.E.A.M. Sportsô 
February 1990 expedition. 
 
 

JUNE 2007 

 
The Real Deal Inclusive Sports Adventure 
was launched in Coloradoôs high Gore 
Mountain Range west of Denver. The team 
event with disabled and able-bodied 
athletes used hand cycles, mountain bikes, 
river rafts and orienteering to successfully 
complete a stage race in the wilderness. In 
2008, NBC Sportsô Jeep World of Adventure 
Sports featured coverage of the 2008 
Adventure. The event was renamed as the 
Adventure Team Challenge in 2008. 
 
 

APRIL 2008 

 
Face of America reversed its route, starting 
in Bethesda, Maryland and ending at US 
Marine Corps Corporal Jim ñSeamusò 
Garrahyôs farm on Black Horse Tavern Road 
in Gettysburg. Seamus and his wife hosted 
the ride conclusion and lunch until 2012, 
the year of Seamusô passing. 
 
 

AUGUST 2009 

 
Following a 2008 test run, the August 2009 
Coastal Team Challenge was an eight day 
sea kayak journey along the Pacific 
Northwest coast from Anacortes, 
Washington to Vancouver, British Columbia. 
Injured Canadian and American veterans 
teamed together for the journey. 
 
 

MAY 2010 

 
World T.E.A.M. Sportsô Sea to Shining Sea 
cross-country ride in May-July 2010 saw a 
team of disabled military veterans and able-
bodied athletes ride bicycles and hand 
cycles 3,687 miles over 67 days. Traveling 
from San Francisco to Virginia Beach, the 
ride was documented by Austin Smithardôs 
film, Two Shining Seas, debuting in the 
festival circuit in October 2012. 
 
 

SEPTEMBER 2010 

 
World T.E.A.M. Sports, with American 
Portfolios Financial Services and non-profit 
The Center for Discovery, host the first 
Adventure Team Challenge New York at 
Frost Valley, in the Catskill Mountains. The 
team challenge with developmentally-
disabled athletes and able-bodied coaches 
included cycling, canoeing, orienteering and 
a climb of the Catskillôs highest mountain. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



OCTOBER 2010 

 
World T.E.A.M. Sportsô Soldiers to the 
Summit Nepal expedition brought together 
a team of disabled veterans and able-
bodied climbers who ascended 20,075-foot 
Lobuche East. Located near Everest Base 
Camp, the ice and snow-covered peak 
challenged the participating veterans. Two 
documentaries covered the expedition - 
Conquering the Climb debuted on the 
Pentagon Channel in March 2011, and High 
Ground, released by Stone Circle Pictures to 
film festivals in February 2012. 
 
 

FEBRUARY 2011 

 
World T.E.A.M. Sports sponsored several 
events with Bostonôs Ultimate Sports 
Program, including the February 2011 TD 
Garden sled hockey experience with the 
Boston Bruins. The sled hockey program 
included current and past Bruins and was a 
follow-up to a January 2010 event.  
 
 

APRIL 2011 

 
World T.E.A.M. Sports disabled veteran 
athletes were invited with the organizationôs 
CEO and President, Paul Bremer, to 
participate in the inaugural Warrior 100K 
Ride from the George W. Bush Foundation 
in west Texas. Athletes from World 
T.E.A.M. Sports participated in the 2012-
2015 editions of the annual mountain bike 
ride with President George W. Bush. His 
Foundation displayed a World T.E.A.M. 
Sports ñBe Exceptionalò-branded jersey in 
the Presidential Library in Dallas. 
 
 

AUGUST 2011 

 
The Adventure Team Challenge DC debuted 
in August 2011. The single day event for 
developmentally-disabled teenaged athletes 
offered hiking, bi cycling and canoeing. It 
was held at the Chesapeake & Ohio 
National Historical Park in Maryland, just 
west of Washington, D.C. It returned in the 
summers of 2013 and 2014. 
 
  

SEPTEMBER 2011 

 
World T.E.A.M. Sports partnered with DC 
Soccer and the Got Soccer Foundation for 
Nickelodeonôs Worldwide Day of Play in 
Washington, D.C. The event included 70 
children with disabilities and 40 able-bodied 
children. More than 50,000 children and 
families participated in the Day of Play, 
which included 50 Nickelodeon partner 
organizations. 
 
 

FEBRUARY 2012 

 
World T.E.A.M. Sportsô Military Initiative 
partnered with Wasatch Adaptive Sports to 
host the Soldiers to the Summit winter 
camp at Utahôs Snowbird Resort. This first 
winter sports event from World T.E.A.M. 
Sports introduced injured military veterans 
to winter sports such as skiing and 
snowboarding. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MAY 2012 

 
With support from presenting sponsor State 
Farm Insurance, the second Sea to Shining 
Sea was held in May-July 2012. Traveling a 
similar route across North America from 
San Francisco to Virginia Beach as the 2010 
ride, the participants of the bicycle and 
hand cycle ride included disabled military 
veterans and able-bodied athletes. A limited 
edition commemorative book, Shining Seas, 
was released following the ride conclusion. 
 
 

OCTOBER 2012 

 
World T.E.A.M. Sports sponsored Bostonôs 
Ultimate Sports Celticsô Experience with the 
NBA Boston Celtics. The event provided an 
opportunity for developmentally -disabled 
children to play basketball at halftime at a 
Celtics game at TD Garden. 
 
 

JUNE 2014 

 
The CanAm Veteransô Challenge from World 
T.E.A.M. Sports brought together 15 
disabled military veterans from Canada, 
Denmark and the United States for an 800 
mile bike and hand cycle ride from Ottawa, 
Ontario to Washington, D.C. The ride 
concluded at a reception hosted by the 
Canadian Embassy and a ride in the annual 
July 4 Independence Day parade. A 
commemorative digital book, Capital to 
Capital, was released following the ride 
conclusion. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



AUGUST 2014 

 
The Coastal Team Challenge returned in 
August 2014 with a new event along the 
southern coast of New Yorkôs Long Island. 
The sea kayak event teamed ten 
developmentally-disabled athletes from 
New Yorkôs Independent Group Home 
Living with able-bodied athletes. On Hobie 
sea kayaks, the athletes traveled 22-
nautical miles in two days, including an 
overnight stay on the beach. TimeCapital 
agreed to serve as the primary sponsor and 
organizer for the Challenge, beginning in 
2015. 
 
 

APRIL 2015 

 
The April 2015 Face of America ride was 
the organizationôs best-attended since 
2002ôs commemorative ride to the 
Pentagon, with nearly 600 participants. The 
ride included 135 injured military veterans 
from the United States, Canada and 
Denmark, and raised more than $562,000 
to fund the  event, and to provide funding 
for other World T.E.A.M. Sports events 
nationally. One team ï American Portfolios 
ï raised more funds than the entire ride 
rose in 2007. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OCTOBER 2015 

 
World T.E.A.M. Sports sponsored a team of 
disabled and able-bodied athletes at the 
2015 IRONMAN Maryland in Cambridge, 
along the Chesapeake Bay. The team of 
five athletes followed a long tradition of 
World T.E.A.M. Sports sponsored teams at 
triathlons and marathons both domestic 
and overseas, including Cuba and 
Antarctica. 
 
 

OCTOBER 2015 

 
The inaugural Face of America Liberty in 
October 2015 tested a new route from the 
National Military Academy at West Point, 
New York to the Freedom Tower on 
Manhattan Island. The single-day ride 
included disabled military veterans and 
able-bodied cyclists on a 53-mile ride along 
the Hudson River. 
 

NOVEMBER 2015 

 
The inaugural Adventure Team Challenge 
North Carolina was held at the U.S. 
National Whitewater Center in suburban 
Charlotte. The team event brought together 
five disabled and able-bodied athletes on 
each team for a prologue and two stages of 
outdoor sports, including off -road cycling, 
river rafting, kayaking, orienteering, rock 
sports, zip lines and rope courses. 
 
 

APRIL 2016 

 
World T.E.A.M. Sportsô popular Face of 
America added a new northern route in 
2016. This new two-day, 120-mile route 
from George Washingtonôs historic 
Revolutionary War winter camp at Valley 
Forge led west through Lancaster and York, 
Pennsylvania to Gettysburg. The new route 
included only 60 riders for its inaugural 
year, but will grow and add additional riders 
in upcoming years. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


